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******PUBLIC RELATIONS MEMO******

TO:

ALL PBL 2004 NATIONAL AWARD RECIPIENTS

FROM:
FBLA-PBL NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

RE:

SPREADING THE WORD

Congratulations!  As a winner in Future Business Leaders-Phi Beta Lambda's National Awards competition, you have proven that hard work and practice can definitely pay off.  You can be pleased and proud of your accomplishments, and you should let others in your area know of your recent success by spreading the word.
For that reason, a press release for the events and awards given out at the National Leadership Conference is attached.  In order to spread the word about your individual award and Future Business Leaders of America in general, YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

Work with your adviser to reproduce this release and distribute it to the local papers in your area.  All you need to do is fill in the blanks with your name, the name of your school, and the name of your award.  It’s that easy!  Or, if you wish, you can rewrite the release in your own style.  All that matters is that you take the time to mail it or take it to the appropriate media in your local area.  Here are a few tips to get you started:

1. Glance through a copy of your local paper(s) to see which section would be the most appropriate to run your release.  For example, is there a Local News section or a column devoted just to students?  Once you have determined the appropriate section, send the release to the editor of that section.  If you cannot determine the editor’s name, simply address it to Local News Editor.
2. If you have a black and white photo of yourself, send it along and be sure to include your name and name of school.  But a word of caution; newspapers usually will not return your photos.

3. A personalized note sent along with the release is a nice touch.  Or, if you personally know someone on staff, drop the release off in person.

4. Give a copy of the release to your school administration and ask that it be included in the school newspaper.

5. USE YOUR IMAGINATION!  Think of any local papers or magazines that might run the release and duplicate enough copies to send to all of them.  REMEMBER:  Your help is needed to Spread the Word.
PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:   _______(Adviser)____________________


_______(Telephone)____________________

LOCAL STUDENT HONORED AT PHI BETA LAMBDA

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IN DENVER
Denver, CO, July 13, 2004________________________________,







(Name of Person/School)
____(City)___________________,  ___

(State)_______________ was honored at the Phi Beta Lambda National Leadership Conference, a professional association for students pursuing business careers. Competing in FBLA-PBL’s national awards program, _(Name, School)___________________________________was presented with an award for  ________(Name of Competitive Event)____________________.

The award was part of a comprehensive competitive events program sponsored annually by Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda, Inc. (FBLA-PBL).  Individuals, state teams, and local chapters are encouraged to compete in 40 different events representing a wide range of activities and the business and leadership development focus of FBLA-PBL.  The winners of these highly competitive and prestigious awards are selected from among FBLA-PBL’s membership of 250,000 students and advisers and represent some of the best and brightest of today’s youth.

The almost 7,000 delegates to the National Leadership Conference participated in a structured, four-day meeting for each division that included business and leadership training workshops and seminars, corporate tours, and the election of national officers. 

Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda, Inc. (FBLA-PBL) is the national business education association that prepares students for careers in business and business education.  Its members, belonging to more than 6,000 chartered chapters, include students from the United States, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and Europe.  Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) is the high school division and Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) is designed for post-secondary and college students.  For membership information, contact the National FBLA-PBL Headquarters at 1-800-325-2946.
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